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LARGER THAN LIFE – LIVE 

Palle Granhøj, the choreographer, has set up a meeting of artistic minds with Thomas Helmig – the Danish singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist and producer. Granhøj Dans has often involved artists from other genres, but this is the first time that a living icon has become involved in the form of laying down the entire musical basis. “LARGER THAN LIFE – LIVE” is the largest production to date from Granhøj Dans, with a cast of 17.

A performance by Palle Granhoj with text and music by Thomas Helmig who is playing guitar and singing. 

The performance is based on choreographical material and musical interpretations created in co-operation with the performers.

Assisting choreographer and performer: Edhem Jesenkovic. 

Rehearsal assistant and dancer: Carina Raffel.

Dance and song: Aline Sanchez Rodriguez 

Anne Eisensee · Dorte Petersen. 

Dance: Anne-Claire Theissen · Anna Pehrsson · Dalia Chaimsky · Fernanda Lind Echenique · Jasmina Prolic · Michaeli Bredkjær · Murielle Elizeon · Tove Salmgren · Winifred Burnet-Smith. 

Percussion and arrangement: Niels Kilele.

Key board and accordion: Jonas Friis. 

Duration: 60 minutes

LARGER THAN LIFE – LIVE is a co-production with the Aarhus Festival. 

Granhoj Dance is supported by The Danish Arts Council, The Committee for Performing Art, The Municipality of Aarhus, and The County of Aarhus. 

Premiere: August 21. 2004 at GRAN – teater for dans, Aarhus, Denmark

”Reviews”

From LARGER THAN LIFE:

[In Palle Granhøj’s new choreographical work, the music generally makes its presence known as fragments of sound which, without any obvious relationship to the steps, turn Helmig upside down. On the other hand, the inspiration from the text and music makes a strong impression as a voluptuous, feminine sensitivity in the movements of the 12 dancers.]

[Good voice

The opening number, Make Way for the Ladies, is, however a straight song, beautifully delivered by Anne Eisensee, who is not the only dancer on stage with a good voice.

But there are also many other reasons to make room for the lovely ladies who make the very most of the energetic comedy of the choreography and reinterpret Thomas Helmig’s lyrics in the most entertaining way.]

[A distinctive feature of Palle Granhøj’s performances is that they have no real context or clear theme. Rather, they consist of a series of different numbers put together in more-or-less logical order. This applies very much to Larger than Life – Live.]
[Fortunately, on the upside there are all the skilled dancers and the memorable steps. Slightly atypically from the Granhøj perspective, this time the dancers are challenged by synchronous group dancing sweetly accompanied by both captivating rock guitar licks and the humming and breathing of the dancers themselves.]

[Sexually active men storm out to see Gran’s latest performance – and the show is actually overflowing with oestrogen, silken skin and flowing tresses.

But even though the stage is given over to 13 women with or without clothes, it is the songs of silver-tongued song smith Thomas Helmig that run the show that is Larger than Life – Live.
Palle Granhøj, the choreographer, presents his interpretation of 17 songs by Thomas Helmig, the Aarhus king of pop.

However, apart from the closing number – which was written specifically for the show – none of the well-known catchy tunes is presented as easily digested audio porridge. No way. Rather, the familiar foot-tappers are recited, sung, screamed, whispered, wheezed or wrung out over the audience with a minimum of equipment – and a maximum of expression.

In particular, the stage is the setting for dancing, kicking, stamping, rolling and leaping out between walls and across the boards.]

[It is no secret that Thomas Helmig does not appear as a dancer in the performance. However, it is he who plays a lot of the music and even sings a couple of the numbers. Occasionally, silence also falls – but that does not mean that nothing is going on.]
