[image: image1.png]



Vestergade 72  6.sal    8000 Aarhus C    Denmark
Telephone   +45 8619 26 22
Mail  granhoj@granhoj.dk
              www.granhoj.dk

HEADBREAK

- balloon body brain
A performance by Palle Granhoj, based on choreographical material created in cooperation with the performers. 
Beautiful, shaking and touching

Mysterious and mad

Silence and song

Tricky chewing gum

Small chinks and great bang

Love, crackling collisions and big beats

- a new bricollage from Granhoj Dans

HEADBREAK is an impressionistic performance, - expressed vigorus and deeply through body, voice, song and music. HEADBREAK means to put away the thinking head and instead experience the performance fully through your feelings and body.
An international cocktail of five formidable dancers and a Persian percussionist shows how fantastic and captivating intense relations between people are, when they are expressed through insisting brawn and evidently dashes of personality. The focus is on the human being dancing - and not the dancer dancing.
Dance: Patricia Seron Pawlik · Sofia Yaregal · Anders Christiansen · Vidar Hansen · Chris Valles.

The Persian percussionist and singer Ali Reza Rahimian is singing and playing tombak, daf, dayereh and shurtibox.

Visual design: Per Victor.
World premiere: September 2001 at festival 360° by Theaterlabor Bielefeld, in connection with the 12th ISTA Session in Bielefeld Germany.
Reumert award (The official Danish Theatre Award): 
Winner: Palle Granhoj´s Headbreak

Headbreak demonstrates why Palle Granhoj is one of the most significant choreographers in Denmark today. A bubbly masterpiece full of humour and attendance, visually brawny with a physical vitality and strenght. Granhoj’s welknown simplicity of style combined with consequence is here paired with a lounging looseness and an unpretentious playing along with the form.

This is dance, communicating dance, communicating also to the general public.

Reviews

The effect is astonishing. The audience gets the impression of being present at the creation of an innovative expression form.

It lies in the nature of things that many of the used elements are of comical, even surreal character greetings from Dada, balloons play a loud role and chewing gum a rather sticky one. Provocation at its best – the audience at the festival reacted lively and cheerful.

- General-Anzieger, Bonn, Germany

Headbreak put its finger on experiences and memories that we all recognise but all too often shut away. It pairs the divide between inner yearing and external facades – in short, a compressed version of life. Headbreak leaves personal echoes to remember and enjoy

- Dagens Nyheter, Stockholm, Sweden

Drop the thoughtless rubbish, forget all about common sense, enjoy the feeling – and your own body. Give free rein to your feelings, and let them come to expression. – the Danish dance troup Granhøj Dans demonstrates just how beautiful it can be to feel headless and use the body to express feelings and emotions. The dancers’ bodies and voice act as instrument. All they need is themselves. They listen with their inner ears and express what to say clear, energetic and athletic movements. Their repetoire is extensive; their body language appears limitless in the range of expression and contains a wealth of new aspects. For the same reason, there are no superfluous movements that disrupt the choreography, which therefore appears so rich and minimalistic-intense.

- Neue Westfälische, Bielefeld, Germany 
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